
 

 

2015 Minnesota Sea Grant Site Review Agenda  

January 27 -28 
 

The meeting will be held in the Fireside Room of Midi Restaurant (one floor below the 

Fitgers Inn Registration Desk). Fitgers is located at 600 East Superior Street – Duluth. 
 

Day 1: 
 

8:00 – 8:30 Welcome and Introductions – Jeff Gunderson 

Participants: Management Team, Extension Specialists, and 

Communications Team  
 

8:30 – 10:15 Program Management and Organization: Our Team Approach 

Featured Presentations: 

 Overview – Jeff (25 min) 

 Research Project Selection – Val (15 min) 

 Director Search – Val/Sharon (15 min) 

 Extension – Jesse (15 min) 

 Communications – Sharon (20 min) 

 Funding/Finances – Peter (15 min) 

Participants: All Staff 
 

10:15 -- 10:30 Facilitation 

  Featured people: 

  Examples of MNSG Facilitation – Cindy with  

Video from Dr. Deborah Swackhamer, University 

of Minnesota  

  Participants: All Staff 

 

10:30 – 10:45 Break  
 

10:45 – 12:00  Program Management and Organization: University Setting and 

Support 

 Featured people:  

 Lendley Black, UMD Chancellor  

 Andrea Schokker, UMD Executive Vice Chancellor for 

Academic Affairs  

 Brian Herman, UM Vice President for Research  

 Nate Meyers, UM Extension 

Participants: Site Team and Administration 

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch (SRT on their own) 
 

1:00 – 2:45 Stakeholder Engagement I  

Featured projects:  

 Aquatic Invasive Species – Doug and Marte (30 min) with 



 

 

Marshall Meyers, Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council and Jason 

Butcher, U.S. Forest Service 

 Maritime Transportation – Dale (30 min) with Craig Mittlebrook, 

Deputy Administrator, St. Lawrence Seaway Development 

Corporation and Andy McDonald, Principal Planner 

Metropolitan Interstate Commission 

 Education – Cindy and Marte (30 min) with Sarah Erickson, 

Great Lakes Aquarium and Joel Hoffman, US EPA, Stephanie 

Francis, 6th grade science teacher, and Dave Johnson, 

Elementary and Middle School Science and Social Studies 

Teacher 

 Communications – Sharon (15 min) with Cindy Hayden and 

Konnie LeMay, Lake Superior Magazine 

Participants: All Staff 
 

2:45 – 3:00 Break 

 

3:00 – 4:00 Stakeholder Engagement II  
Featured projects:  

 NEMO and Watershed Game – John (40 min) with Leslie Yetka, 

UM Landscape Arboretum  

 Ditch Guidebook – Jesse (20 min) with Keith Anderson, Soil and 

Water Conservation District and Jason Butcher, U.S. Forest 

Service 

Participants: All Staff 
 

4:00 – 5:00 Stakeholder Engagement III  
Featured projects:  

 Climate Change – Hilarie (20 min) with Chris Kleist, Duluth 

Stormwater Coordinator and Jo Thompson, Duluth Township 

Planning Commission 

 Coastal Storms – Brent (20 min) with Elizabeth LaPorte, MI Sea 

Grant 

 St. Louis Estuary – Cindy (20 min) with Dr. George Host, NRRI 

and Diane Desotelle, MPCA, Deanna Erickson invited 

Participants: All Staff 
 

5:00 – 6:00 Site Team Down Time 

 

6:00 – 7:15 Reception  

Featured projects:  

 Sustainable Lake Superior Fish  with Robert Wohlfeil, Executive 

Chef at Oceanaire Seafood Room, Maire Zhuikov, Science 

Communicator at WISG, Steve Dahl, Commercial Fisherman, 

and Cindy Hayden, Lake Superior Magazine 



 

 

Participants: Advisory Committee, Staff, UMD Officials, Site Team 

Location: Vikre Distillery 

Day 2: 
 
 

8:00 – 9:30 Collaborative Network Activities I 

 Featured projects (20 min each):  

 National Estuarine Research Reserve – Jeff with Erika 

Washburn, Reserve Manager 

 Office of Coastal Management – Jesse/Brent: Heather Stirratt, 

Great Lakes Regional Coordinator and Tashya Allen, OCM 

contractor 

 Coastal Program – Brent/Jesse: IN and MN Coastal Programs 

with Amber Westerbur MN Coastal Program Manager 

 Weather Service – Jesse/Hilarie: Carol Christianson NWS and 

Mike Hudson or Bethany Perry NOAA Central Region,  

 Participants: All Staff 
 

9:30 – 9:45 Break 

 

9:45 – 11:30 Collaborative Network Activities II 

 Featured projects:  

 Working with other Agencies and Sea Grant programs (20 min. each): 

 Aquatic Invasive Species --  Doug with Helen Domske, NY Sea 

Grant 

 Beach Safety – Jesse with Gene Clark, WI Sea Grant 

 Great Lakes Literacy – Cindy with Kristin TePas, IL-IN Sea 

Grant, invited and Dr. Bruce Munson, UMD, invited 

 Crude Oil Movement in the Great Lakes – Dale with Mark 

Fisher, CEO Council of the Great Lakes Region 

 Climate/Social Science – Hilarie with Jane Harrison and Julia 

Noordyk, WI Sea Grant 

 Participants: All Staff 

11:30 – 11:50 Van transport to UMD Chester Park 

 

11:50 – 12:00 Tour MNSG Office  
Participants: Site Team 

Location: Chester Park 

 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch with Advisory Committee 

Participants: Advisory Committee 

Location: Chester Park 

 

1:00 – 4:00 Site Review Team Writing Time 

Location: Chester Park 



 

 

 

4:00 – 4:25 Informal Debrief with Site Review Team 

Participants: Site Team and MNSG Management Team 

Location: Chester Park 

 

4:35 – 5:00 Formal Debrief with Site Review Team 

Participants: Site Team, Gunderson, Black, Schokker, Associate Vice 

President for Research Frances Lawrenz 

Location: Darland Administration Building 

 

List of invited Administrators, Stakeholders and Collaborators 

 

Brian Herman  

Vice President for Research  

612-624-5054  

herman@umn.edu 

 

Frances Lawrenz  

Associate Vice President for Research  

612-625-2046  

lawrenz@umn.edu 

 

Lendley (Lynn) Black 

Chancellor UMD 

218-726-7106 

chan@d.umn.edu 

 

Andrea Schokker 

Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

218-726-7104 

vcaa@d.umn.edu 

 

Nate Meyer 

Program Leader for the Extension Center for Food, Agriculture and Natural Resource Sciences 

218-726-6473 

Meyer179@umn.edu 
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Leslie Yetka 

Extension Educator/Horticulture Education Manager, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

Board Manager, Riley Purgatory Bluff Creek Watershed District  

612-301-3926 

lyetka@umn.edu 

 

Mark Fisher 

CEO, Council of the Great Lakes Region 

613-668-2044 

mark@councilgreatlakesregion.org 

 

Andy McDonald 

Principal Planner, Duluth-Superior Metropolitan Interstate Council and ARDC 

218-529-7514 

AMcDonald@ardc.org 

 

Craig Mittlebrook 

Deputy Administrator, St. Lawrence Seaway Development Corp., US DOT 

202-366-0091 

Craig.Middlebrook@dot.gov 

 

Jason Butcher 

Forest Aquatic Biologist, USDA Forest Service 

218-626-4307 

jbutcher@fs.fed.us 

 

Heather Stirratt 

OCM Great Lakes Regional Coordinator 

(952) 368-2505 

Heather.Stirratt@noaa.gov 

 

Cindy Marshall Hayden       

Publisher Lake Superior Magazine 

888-244-5253 

cmh@lakesuperior.com 

 

Konnie LeMay 

Lake Superior Magazine Editor 

888-244-5253 

Kon@lakesuperior.com 
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Steve Dahl 

Lake Superior Commercial Fisherman 

218-525-4679 

stephendahl@q.com 

 

Marie Zhuikov 

Science Writer, WI Sea Grant 

715-392-3472 

mzhuikov@aqua.wisc.edu 

 

Elizabeth LaPorte 

Director of Education and Communications Services, MI Sea Grant 

734-647-0767 

elzblap@umich.edu 

 

Amber Westerbur 

Program Manager, Minnestoa Coastal Program 

218-834-1445 

Amber.Westerbur@state.mn.us 

 

Gene Clark 

Coastal Engineering and Ports, Harbors and Marinas Outreach Specialist, WI Sea Grant 

715-392-3246  

gclark1@uwsuper.edu  

 

Helen Domske 

Coastal Education Specialist, NY Sea Grant 

716-645-3610 

hmd4@cornell.edu 

 

Jane Harrison 

Social Science Outreach Specialist, WI Sea Grant 

414-227-3291 

janeharrison@aqua.wisc.edu  

 

Julia Noordyk 

Coastal Storms Outreach Specialist, WI Sea Grant 

920-465-2795 

noordykj@uwgb.edu  
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Carol Christianson 

Warning Coordination Meteorologist, Duluth NWS 

218-729-0651 ext 726 

carol.christenson@noaa.gov 

 

Keith Anderson 

Senior Conservation Engineer, St. Louis County Soil and Water Conservation District 

218-723-4867 

KeithAnderson@tsa3.org 

 

Tashya Allen 

OCM contractor with the Paradigm, Group 

314-884-4188 

Tasha@ParadigmGroupStL.com 

 

Erika Washburn 

Reserve Manager, Lake Superior National Estuarine Reserve  

715-392-3141 

erika.washburn@ces.uwex.edu 

 

Chris Kleist 

City of Duluth Stormwater Coordinator 

218-730-4063 

ckleist@duluthmn.gov 

 

Jo Thompson 

Duluth Township Planning Commission 

woodfarm1785@gmail.com  

 

Bethany Perry 

Coordinator, NOAA Central Region Collaboration Team 

816-268-3133 

bethany.perry@noaa.gov 

 

Mike Hudson 

Chief Operations Officer, NWS Central Region Headquarters 

816-268-3132 

michael.hudson@noaa.gov 
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Dr. Deborah Swackhamer 

Professor of Science, Technology, and Public Policy, Hubert H. Humphrey School of Public 

Affairs 

612-624-9282 

dswack@umn.edu 

 

Diane Desotelle 

Area of Concern Coordinator, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

218-302-6623 

Diane.Desotelle@state.mn.us 

 

Dr. George Host 

Natural Resources Research Institute 

218-720-4264 

ghost@nrri.umn.edu 

 

Dr. Joel Hoffman 

Research Biologist, US Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Research and  

Development  

(218) 529-5420 

Hoffman.joel@epa.gov 

 

Sarah Erickson 

Education Director, Great Lakes Aquarium 

218-740-2007 

serickson@glaquarium.org 

 

George Host 

UMD, Natural Resources Research Institute, Senior Research Associate 

218-720-4279 

ghost@umn.edu 

 

Kristin TePaz 

IL/IN Sea Grant Community Outreach Specialist 

312-886-6224 

ktepas@illinois.edu 
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Deana Erickson 

Lake Superior National Estuarine Research reserve Education Coordinator 

715-392-3141 

deanna.erickson@ces.uwex.edu  

 

Dave Johnson 

Elementary and Middle School Science and Social Studies Teacher 

Marshall School, Duluth, MN 

218-727-7266  

djohnson@marshallschool.org  

 

Stephanie Francis 

6th grade science teacher 

Superior Middle School, Superior, WI 

715-394-8740 ext 213 

stephanie.francis@superior.k12.wi.us 

WEBSITE:  http://francis.superiormiddle.superior.schoolfusion.us   

 

Marshall Meyers 

Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council, Senior Advisor 

202-256-6726 

mmeyers@meyersalterman.com 

 

Robert Wohlfeil 

Executive Chef, The Oceanaire 
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